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Deadly Mudslide Near Seattle WA 


The Oso, near Seattle WA, 
landslide brought down some- 
thing like three times the volume 
of mud as there is concrete in 
Hoover Dam in one momentous 
cascade, creating a one-square- 
mile path of destruction where 
more than 200 workers combed 
through mud and rubble in 
drenching rain with fading hopes 
for finding survivors. The num- 
bers were devastating: 17 bodies 


have been recovered so far, with 
eight more people believed to 
have been located in the debris 
but not recovered, Snohomish 
County officials said. Additional- 
ly, there are reports of 90 people 
unaccounted for who may have 
been in the area and 49 homes 
destroyed. Officials have yet to 
release the names of the dead. 

As scores of family members 


here and around the nation wait- 
ed in cruel suspense for news of 
loved ones, search teams used 
high technology and muscle, 
digging by hand in places, and 
pawing earth with big machines 
for places of possible refuge: 
car interiors, comers of houses 
that somehow stayed intact. 
Cameras and listening devices 
are being sent down as probes 

| continued on page 6 
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o Romania 
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Moldova’s pro-Europe prime minister warned of “a series of provoca- 
tions” from breakaway Russiarvspeaking Transdniestria, identified 
by NATO as a possible next target for Russia after it sent troops into 
Ukraine, lurie Leanca told Reuters that Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula “might raise expectations” in Moldova’s rebel region, 
a sliver of land that broke away with the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
the early 1990s. 

Citing Europe’s integration of the former Yugoslavia, he called on the EU 

| continued on page 6 
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VICTIMS OF COMMUNISM AND 
THEIR PERSECUTORS (VIII) 

by Gabriel T. Gherasim, MA - New York 


T hey counsel in favor of restorative justice due to its effects 
as: cathartic, accountability, educational, and restitution. 
The ultimate result, according to these authors should be: 
mutual security, mutual respect, humanization of the other, 
fair rules for managing conflict, curbing the extremists on both 
sides; gradual development of mutual trust and cooperation. 

Some countries such as Romania’s state funded Institutul de 
Investigare a Crimelor Comunismului si Memoria Exilului Roma- 
nesc (The Institute of Investigation of the Communist Crimes and 
the Memory of the Romanian Exile) (The Institute’s web page, 
2010) or the American NGO funded virtual Global Museum of 
Communism (The Museum’s web page, 2010) have been provid- 
ing valuable information on Communist crimes and giving possible 
solutions to mediate a lasting and fair restorative justice approach 
to the victims of the Communist holocaust, starting with knowing 
what is the complete toll of the victims of Communism. 

Justice and Conflict resolution 

There are five types of justice to be considered: distributive (fair 
outcome), procedural (fair treatment), a sense of justice (experi- 
enced), moral justice (universal), and restorative justice (integra- 
tive) (Hemlick, and Petersen, 2001). 


Distributive Equity (economy): production equals consumption. 
Equality (social harmony): same rights for all mem- 
bers. Need (special groups focus): need based. 

Team spirit: player helps team and is rewarded 
(Hemlick, and Petersen, 2001). 





Procedural Fair treatment and procedures, “innocent 
until proven guilty” (Hemlick, and Petersen, 2001). 

A Sense of Justice: Victims and victimizers have 
been living in the same system but have also been 
experiencing it differently. Very often the victimizers will 
justify their oligarchy by using logical fallacies such as: either/or; 
ad hominem attacks; all/none, band wagon, other generalizations, 
stereotypes and absolutisms (Hemlick, and Petersen, 2001). 

Moral Justice: Why fight atrocious conditions and power imbal- 
ances, and maintain an integral self? Lynne Me Taggart (2002) 
considers the existence of a strong, unbreakable life and energy- 
giving spirit, explained as: “an energetically fundamentally living 
and intelligent field, and that it is a scientifically proven phenom- 
enon” (p. 15). Her book, The Field, tells the story of a group of 
ingenious scientists who discovered that the Zero Point Field 
connects everything in the universe, much like “the Force” in the 
movie Star Wars. The Field offers an avant-garde view of the way 
our living world and our bodies work, and gives both meaning to 
suffering and motivation to the oppressors to transform themselves 
into nobler beings. The human mind and body: “are not distinct 
and separate from their environment, but a continuum of pulsating 
energy, constantly interacting within this vast energy sea” (p. 19). 
The Field illustrates an interconnected universe and a new scien- 
tific theory which makes sense of supernatural phenomena. It talks 
about the juxtaposition of the Newtonian views on the world based 
on materially separated and distinctive particles, with the quantum 
physics paradigms, based on the Zero Point (e.g. the ocean of mi- 
croscopic vibrations which is between and within beings). In other 
words, at our most basic essence, we are not a chemical reaction, 
but an (intelligent) electric charge (Me Taggart, 2002). 

These paradigm distinctions are important for psychopolitical pur- 
poses, because according to the Zero Point perspective, there is a 
living conscience which observes, modifies and is modified, based 
on the intentions and actions being present. Whije many basal 
processes -such as feeding, digestion, sleeping, sexuality-, remain 
regulated by physical laws, it is the quantum physics perspective of 
interrelationship between living beings, that offers a more integra- 
tive view on consciousness, (e.g. that each living being has a field 
of influence over the world and vice-versa). 

Restorative Justice: Karl Marx justified violent overthrow of societ- 


ies (e.g. revolution) due to blaming specific ethnic groups (false biol- 
ogy) and specific economic groups (false sociology) for the misery 
of another specific group of people, the working-class (Wurmbrand, 
1991). This in turn allowed for the Communists and the Nazis to cre- 
ate aggressive blanked demonization of nations’ civilians based on 
social class and ethnicity respectively, which in turn were subjugat- 
ed, exploited, tortured and decimated in the name of “justice”. 
Whether it is a pick-pocket thief, a gang of revolutionaries, or a 
country taking over other countries (Germany, Russia), the first step 
in conflict resolution is to make the culprits accountable for their 
actions and return the stolen property. Therefore, both the Marxist 
theories that justified aggression, and their subsequent resulting 
criminal actions, need universal condemnation in order to create a 
basis of discussion for aggression, reparations, its elimination and 
the peacebuilding achievement and maintenance. Should condem- 
nation of Communism not happen prior to mediating between the 
parties, the mediator herself may look favorably to Communism as a 
legitimate governing force and therefore, may interpret the Commu- 
nist crimes as negligible, or as a necessary evil (Druckman, 2005). 
Instead, the mediator should strive to create reconciliation between 
abuser and abused, which would also be amenable to the reformed 
oppressor. 

The three subclasses of societal reduction of unforgiveness from the 
victims are: punitive justice; economic justice; and restorative 
__ iftk justice (Hemlick, and Petersen, 2001). I recommend the 

restorative approach, due to the fact that punitive justice 
only continues to present a history of tit for tat crimes 
in post-Communist societies, and because economic 
justice alone, would bring no attempts of the parties to re- 
create a relationship of mutual accord and respect between 
these parties. 

Restorative justice however, in addition to addressing the 
material needs of victims and/or of their families on both 
sides, also creates an environment for both of the stake-holders’ 
unanimity of sincere condemnation to injustices, from victims and 
perpetrators (or their representatives), without turning a past abuser 
into a future victim. The goal of restorative justice is to establish a 
relationship of mutual dialogue and societal partnership in a more 
equitable society for all involved. While the South African Mandellian 
views of restorative justice involved bringing in some black figure 
heads into politics and eliminating all apartheid laws, the victims 
nevertheless didn’t receive appropriate restorative compensa- 
tions, the white corporations and the status-quo remained, from 
the diamond and gold industries to the gated white communities 
(Hemlick, and Petersen, 2001). There was in other words, a moral 
sentiment of justice achieved for those victimized by whites, but this 
was mostly symbolic in nature and the commission was arbitrarily 
run (and terminated) by Bishop Tutu’s overseers (Hemlick, and 
Petersen, 2001 ). I to be continued next issue 
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Zacusca romaneasca, Branza, Feta, Cascaval, Borsec, Vinuri romanesti, 

| Bere, Vegeta, Cozonac din Romania, Eugenia, 5 tipuri de rahat. 

Faina canadiana, slanina, kelbasa, si aite feluri die produse traditionale. I 

Brutarie proprie si specialitatile noastre de paine. 

I Manager: fostul patron al Kalan International Food Market 

17990 SE Division St, Portland OR 

- open from 10 AM to 9 PM everyday - 

Phone (503) 761-0075 

Fax (503) 761-0076 
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American Farms 

Struggling to Survive 


Investments 


'Londongrad' 


American consumers have be- 
gun to take a closer look at the 
food they eat, and are hungry 
for more knowledge about food. 
They want to know where their 
food comes from, what’s in it, 
and what nutritional benefit it 
offers. It’s a trend away from 
mass-produced, processed 
foods, in favor of food that is 
organic, sustainably-produced, 
green, and locally grown. The 
result has been a growth in 
small family farms that produce 
this kind of food. 

Wayne Cullen breeds show 
goats on his 24-hectare Cherry 
Glen farm in Boyds, Maryland, 
outside Washington D.C. 

For years he’s had a steady 
supply of goat milk from his 
herd. So much, he didn’t know 
what to do with it all. Then 
someone suggested he use the 
milk to make goat cheese. 

“Somebody mentioned to us 
that we could make bulk chevre 
pretty easily. And there was a 
strong market for it. And they 
said we could make about 
$1 ,000 a goat a year. And so 
that is what we decided to do,” 
said Cullen. 

Thinking he could take ad- 
vantage of strong demand for 
locally-produced food products, 
Cullen invested half a million 


dollars to build a cheese mak- 
ing plant. Eight years later he 
produces 68 kilograms of goat 
cheese a day in seven different 
varieties. 

Although award-winning Cherry 
Glen goat cheese is sold in 
more than 50 stores and res- 
taurants around the Washington 
D.C. area, Cullen has yet to 
turn a profit. 

“There is a lot of competition. 

It is hard to educate the store, 
cheese buyers in the stores 
[people who buy cheese for the 
store] It is hard to educate the 
public,” he said. 

Agricultural experts say Cullen 
is not alone. According to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
there were 6.8 million farms in 
the U.S. in 1935. Today farm- 
ers are producing more than 
ever on about two million large 
mechanized farms. 

Sarah Hackney, with the Na- 
tional Sustainable Agriculture 
Coalition, says food distribution 
markets are no longer set up to 
serve small family farmers. 

“Like a large production com- 
pany, you know, it’s easier for 
them to get distribution access.” 
she said. “They can lock-in a 
sweatheart deal with a grocery 
chain at a really low price. And 


so one of the challenges is that, 
if you are a smaller grower, You 
don’t have those advantages 
coming in.” 

Undeterred, Cullen is constantly 
looking for ways to cut costs 
and raise profits, and survive. 

When he built the cheese-mak- 
ing plant, his electric bill went 
from $500 a month to $3,500. 
So he installed this array of so- 
lar panels which now produces 
all the electricity for the farm. 

“For electricity with fossil fuels 
it is expensive. It is depleting 
the resources. It is digging up 
and destroying the land,” said 
Cullen. 

He also has some ideas to sell 
more cheese. And grow into 
new markets. 

“I think to do that [sell more] we 
need to develop some addi- 
tional varieties. And we have 
to have some strong marketing 
people,” he said. 

An advocate for small family 
farming, his goal is to become 
profitable within the next few 
years. So one day, if they 
choose, his children and grand- 
children can enjoy the plea- 
sures of farming he has come 
to love. fVOA News Service) 


Economy Advancing Steadily 


A group of U.S. business economists says it 
sees the American economy advancing steadily 
through next year, with the nation’s production 
expanding and the jobless rate falling. 

The National Association for Business Econom- 
ics says an unusually cold and snowy winter cur- 
tailed economic growth in the past three months, 
but it expects economic expansion to accelerate 
through 2015. The group’s panel of 48 econo- 
mists said the January-to-March advance is likely 
to reach a weak 1 .9 percent. But it said growth 
could end the year at a pace of more than three 
percent. 

The panel predicted 2.8 percent growth for all of 
2014 for the world’s largest economy, up from 
1.9 percent in 2013. It projects a 3.1 percent 
advance in 2015. The group’s president, Jack 
Kleinhenz, said the country’s labor market, 
consumer spending and housing industry are all 
expected to improve over the next two years. 

The business group said the country’s jobless 
rate will fall, to 6.4 percent this year and to 6.1 


percent in 2015. 

At the same time, a majority of the economists 
surveyed predicted that the U.S. central bank, 
the Federal Reserve, would end its direct support 
of the American economy by the end of 2014. 
That projection is in line with Fed statements 
that it expects to curtail its purchase of billions of 
dollars of securities to boost the economy if its 
fortunes continue to improve. 


During the past decade London 
has proved a magnet for rich 
Russians. But the billions of 
rubles that pour into the City of 
London could be under threat, as 
Britain weighs economic sanc- 
tions against Russia following 
Moscow’s annexation of Crimea. 
In London’s wealthy districts of 
Kensington and Chelsea, street 
names like Moscow Road and 
St. Petersburgh Place point to 
the historic appeal for wealthy 
Russians. 

Parts of the city are affection- 
ately known as ‘Londongrad’ by 
Russian residents. Much of the 
allure stems from the security 
London affords, says Nicholas 
Redman of the International In- 
stitute for Strategic Studies. “We 
have a court system here, and 
property rights system in Britain, 
which you just do not have the 
equivalent of in Russia. And so 
people that have made money in 
Russia like to have a base here 
in order to feel more secure in 
the future,” said Redman. 

That security is under question 
as Britain draws up stronger eco- 
nomic sanctions against Russia 
in case of further incursions into 
Ukraine. 

The City of London is a hub for 
Russian businesses pursuing 
global trade. Nearly 70 Russian 
companies are listed on London 
stock markets, including energy 
giants Rosneft and Gazprom. 

The threat of sanctions has 
caused the postponement of at 
least two stock offerings, though, 
as the appetite for Russian se- 
curities has fallen, according to 
Moscow-born Sergei Ostrovsky 
from the Russia division of global 
law firm, Ashurst. “There will a 
period of caution while people 
put on hold projects, which can 
be put on hold, adopt the wait 
and see position,” said Ostro- 
vsky. “And where they will be 
cautious to take on new projects. 


As the U.S. economy advanc- 
es, the economists said they 
expect the Federal Reserve to 
increase its benchmark inter- 
est rate from the current near 
zero level to three-quarters 
of one percent by the end 
of 2015. Such an increase 
would ripple through the U.S. 
economy, with consumers 
and businesses forced to pay 
higher interest rates on a vari- 
ety of types of loans. 


In the long term it is difficult to 
see for an easy replacement for 
the city of London where Rus- 
sian business is concerned.” 

Prime London property is 
another favored investment. 

Real estate agents highlight the 
$39-million sale in 2012 of a 
12-bedroom house in Kensing- 
ton, complete with movie theater 
and swimming pool - the ideal in- 
vestment for a Russian oligarch. 

Broker Ed Mead, Executive 
Director of real estate agent 
Douglas and Gordon, said, “The 
secrecy laws here allow you to 
buy a property in an offshore or 
a company name. You pay an 
enhanced stamp duty [tax]. And I 
think they quite like the anonym- 
ity that provides them.” 

Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin relies on the support of 
influential oligarchs with lots of 
money parked in London, said 
Redman of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. “If 
large members of the Russian 
elite are being seriously inconve- 
nienced, if their wealth is being 
wiped out, if they are no longer 
welcome in the kind of places 
that they are used to going in, 
then it is reasonable to assume 
that their loyalty would at least 
be tested,” he said. 

Sanctions would not have an 
immediate effect on Russia’s 
wider economy, said Elizabeth 
Stephens of insurance brokers 
Jardine Lloyd Thompson. “We 
have seen with Iran, we saw 
with Iraq under [Saddam] Hus- 
sein, it takes many years for 
that to come to fruition. And in 
the interim, the European Union 
would hurt their own economies 
as well.” 

Analysts - quoted by VOA News 
Service - say that trade-off is 
being debated in capitals across 
Europe - none more so than in 
London. 
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“ Speech is a mirror of the soul: as a man speaks, so is he.” 
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Ukraine Fears ol 


ff Jfcraine’s interim govern- Security and Defense Council 
ment, while vowing it of Ukraine, Andriy Parubiy, told 
f i will never recognize reporters in Kyiv there are about 
Russian control over 100,000 members of Russia’s 
the Crimea, now acknowledges military poised along Ukraine 
its outmanned and outgunned borders equipped and ready to 
forces have been ordered to pull intrude. He said that despite as- 
back from the peninsula. surances from Russian officials 

that they are engaged in routine 

This comes as Ukraine express- drills, in reality Russian forces 
es alarm that Russia - which are on full alert, 
annexed Crimea last Friday - is 

poised to enter the Ukrainian Parubiy also said the interim 
mainland. government has given Russia 

an ultimatum to free Ukrainian 
While there are hopes that an generals and admirals who are 
emergency Group of Seven being held in Crimea after Rus- 

meeting in The Hague can use sian forces seized nearly 200 
diplomacy to defuse the crisis, Ukrainian bases. No details are 
Ukrainian officials say their being revealed, however, about 

country’s northern, southern and conditions or deadlines for the 
eastern borders are increasingly ultimatum, 
under threat but their military is 

ready to defend the homeland. Hour earlier Ukraine’s acting 

president, Oleksandr Turchynov, 

The Secretary of the National confirmed that ail of the coun- 


try’s military units and their compelled his colleague to make long lines of unhappy custom- 

families had been instructed to such a decision. ers. 

leave Crimea because they “are 

under real threat.” Voloshyn said that after the Western sanctions cut off Visa 

breakup of the Soviet Union, and MasterCard credit services 
Some people - perhaps the a lot of Ukrainian officers were to at least two Russian banks, 

majority of personnel in some accused of betrayal for taking an 

key units, according to sources oath to defend Ukraine. Russia’s Foreign Ministry says 

here - are staying behind to join a transitional period will be in 

the Russian military. The loss of Crimea, including effect until January 1 , 201 5, 

the Ukrainian military bases, to organize Crimea’s integra- 
Most prominent among them is the navy’s flagship and only tion into its economic, financial, 

Denis Berezovsky, the former submarine are a humiliating loss banking, legal and government 

commander-in-chief of Ukraine’s for Ukraine. Its forces demon- systems. 

Navy who has been named a strated little, if any resistance, in 

deputy commander of Russia’s the face of overwhelming odds Rumors are spreading in Crimea 

Black Sea Fleet. He now faces against them. that the changeover from 

treason charges in Ukraine Ukraine to Russia’s banking 

where the military establishment Former Ukrainian foreign minis- system could cut off credit cards 

is branding him a traitor. ter Borys Tarasyuk said Wash- altogether, at least for some 

ington and London, though, days. 

Retired captain Volodmyr Vo- have to take a share of the 

loshyn, president of the Union blame for the loss of Crimea. At least one hotel in Sevasto- 

of Ukraine Marines and a former pol, the base of Russia’s Black 

Ukrainian naval chief of staff, “The United States and the Sea navy fleet, warned guests 

said he cannot understand what United Kingdom, two countries, I it might not be able to accept 

dare to mention them by name, credit cards from Monday. 

— — — they did not implement their 

commitments according to 

*®**®*^^ the Budapest Memorandum 

jfm on national security guaran- 

JrM tees to Ukraine in connection 

-jF ■ with Ukraine joining the non- 

yAFV proliferation nuclear treaty as 

dr M* jrT S a non-nuclear state," he said. 


Crimea’s economy also could 
take a big hit from lost tourism 

Western tourists are likely to 
avoid the Black Sea resort area 
now that it is associated with 
Russian military aggression. 

The 1994 political agreement Images of Russian troops and 
was signed by the Russian balaclava-clad armed militias 
Federation, the United States knocking down gates at Ukrai- 
and the United Kingdom. nian bases and threatening jour- 

nalists were circulated widely in 
Western media, along with those 
Annexed by of rowdy pro-Russia rallies with 

Russia, Crimea Could 

See Growing Finan-r — — — — — — - 
cial fl 4 ! 


save the date: this June 27th. 
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Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea from Ukraine 1 

could see the penin- ' 

sula’s economy suffer 
and the region isolated | 
from the international 
community. 1 

The crisis in Ukraine . 

already had put a drain | 

on many banks, making 
the process of withdraw-l 
ing cash at automatic 
teller machines (ATMs) . 
hit and miss. 


Russia’s takeover of 
Crimea made transfers 
of currency from banks, 1 
most of them located in I 
mainland Ukraine, to the 
southern peninsula an j 
even bigger challenge. 

ATMs are running dry 
across Crimea, as cash 
dries up and banks are | 
forced to put strict limits 
m withdrawals, leading to L 
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[ussian Invasion 


overt anti-Western messages. 


Complications abound 

Even if Western tourists wanted 
to visit, all fights to and from 
Crimea were suspended follow- 
ing Moscow’s moves to annex 
the territory, except connections 
through Moscow. 

Crimea’s tour operators are be- 
ginning to realize their business 
could suffer, although it may 
be mitigated to some extent by 
increased Russian tourism. 

Despite Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin’s signing documents 
last week for what Moscow says 
is a legal annexation, Crimea’s 
transition from Ukraine to Russia 
passport controls has not been 
completed. 

Airport staff in Simferopol say 
they are still operating under 
visa rules used as an autono- 
mous region under Ukraine 
and do not know when they will 
switch to Russia's likely tighter 
controls. 

Russian visa restrictions may be 
imposed where there were none 
before, specifically on Western 
journalists who are able to oper- 
ate with tourist visas in Ukraine. 

More ominously, there are con- 
flicting reports on what happens 
to Ukrainian citizens in Crimea 
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who do not want to 
become Russian 
nationals. 

A controversial refer- 
endum on March 16, 
pushed by Crimea’s 
Moscow-backed lead- 
ers, claimed 97 per- 
cent of voters wanted 
to become part of 
Russia. But some esti- 
mates say as many as 
20 percent may want 
to keep their Ukrainian 
passports. 

Russia already is 
handing out its pass- 
ports and is giving 
Crimeans one month 
to decide if they want 
to retain their Ukrai- 
nian citizenship. 


Crimea’s leaders say 
those who choose 
to remain citizens of 
Ukraine would be cut off from 
Russia’s social benefits, but 
they did not make clear how that 
would affect their legal status 
and other rights. The ambiguity 
raises concerns of a worst case 
scenario where Ukrainians living 
in Crimea could be forced to get 
visas to stay in their homes. 

Ukraine retaliated against Rus- 
sia’s grab on Crimea by making 
dual citizenship illegal and is 
considering instituting visa re- 
quirements for Russian visitors 
where currently there are none. 

If Moscow tries to seize more of 
Ukraine’s territory in the east, 
where pro-Russia groups are 
demanding their own referen- 
dums to join Russia, and Rus- 
sian troops are massed near the 
border, relations would deterio- 
rate further and Kyiv could cut 
off land routes to the peninsula. 

Ukraine also supplies the vast 
majority of Crimea’s water and 
electricity, which it may try to 
use as leverage to squeeze 
Moscow’s new prize. 

Simferopol on Sunday night ex- 
perienced on and off electricity 
blackouts. Crimea’s pro-Russia 
Prime Minister Sergei Aksyonov 
tweeted there also were partial 
electricity failures in Yalta, Kerch 
and Feodosia. He urged people 
to “find out the reasons” behind 
the outages. 


US Advances Ukraine Aid, 
Russia Sanctions 

Hours after the world’s lead- 
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ing industrial powers moved to 
punish Russia for its annexa- 
tion of Crimea, the U.S. Senate 
advanced a bill to provide eco- 
nomic aid to Ukraine and sanc- 
tion Moscow. The Senate voted 
78-17 to begin debate on the 
bill, which is expected to pass in 
coming days but would have to 
be reconciled with legislation in 
the House of Representatives. 

The Senate bill authorizes loan 
guarantees for Ukraine, codifies 
economic penalties for Russian 
officials and shifts America’s 
contributions to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in a way 
that could facilitate additional 
loans to Kyiv. 

Republican Senator Dan Coats, 
who is banned from traveling to 
Russia after retaliatory sanc- 
tions announced by Moscow last 
week, says the United States 
and its allies cannot be passive 
in the face of Russian aggres- 
sion. 

“We and our European allies 
must recognize the enormity 
of [Russian President Vladimir] 
Putin’s crime, as he rejects all 
modern standards of respon- 
sible international behavior and 
tramples on the sanctity or the 
territorial borders so vital to 
the stability of the post-[Cold] 
War order. The international 
response must be much more 
vigorous,” said Coats. 

Another Senator banned from 
traveling to Russia, Republican 
John McCain, urged what he 
termed “defensive” U.S. military 
aid for Ukraine. McCain returned 


the United States for leadership. 

“I can tell you, they are awaiting 
a very strong signal of support 
from the United States Congress 
that will send a message that we 
are going to stand together with 
our Ukrainian brothers and sis- 
ters as they engage in this epic 
battle for their independence, 
for their freedom, and for their 
sovereignty,” said Murphy. 

A few Republicans object to 
the IMF reform, alleging it will 
impose additional costs on U.S. 
taxpayers. That provision is 
absent from a Ukraine aid pack- 
age that passed the Republican- 
led House of Representatives 
earlier this month. 

Assuming the Democratically- 
controlled Senate bill is ap- 
proved, it is unclear whether the 
House will consider passing IMF 
reform separately. Both houses 
of Congress would have to pass 
identical measures for the bill to 
last week from a trip to Kyiv. He g 0 to the White House for Presi- 
was accompanied by Democrat- dent Barack Obama’s signature, 
ic Senator Chris Murphy, who 


said Ukrainians are looking to 


(source: VOA News Service) 
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History | 

Martyrs of Science (xxxvi) 


by Paul Petrescu, Germany 


Freedom and Religious Freedom (I) 

(a study by Russian prof. Alexei /. Osipov) 


Avicenna represents the height 
of the Islamic culture which owes 
much to Greece. Avicenna run 
mad on the streets, not nude as 
it is told about Arhimedes, full of 
joy for having understood at last 
Aristoteles, after reading the com- 
ments of Al Farabi. This Al Farabi 
wrote not only his own encyclo- 
paedias, the arabs wrote with 
rapture encyclopaedias and that 
shows the extent of their culture, 
but „Medina Al Fadila, The Model 
City" where he analyzes how 
happiness can be achieved for 
the citizen and the state. Religion 
was not sufficient to rule human 
societies dominated by greed and 
struggle for power. 

Abu Nasr Al Farabi, of course his 
name was much longer, appreci- 
ated reason more than dogma 
and he wanted a state run by a 
religious and philosopher king. 

An enlightened dictatorship is 
the word now. It is the dream of 
the neo-communist liiescu, the 
actual leader of Romania after 
the overthrow of the Communist, 
Soviet-like regime and the liquida- 
tion with a communist show trial, 
of its tyrant. More dictatorship as 
illumination, for sure. Of course Al 
Farabi was accused of heresy but 
managed to live free in Damaskus, 
till A.D. 950, sustained by un- 
derstanding caliphs.The utopian 
republic of Plato is remembered 
after fourtheen centuries but with- 
out its taste for Marx. In his honor 
it is to be outlined that Plato in his 
later writings abandoned Com- 
munism based on a new man, that 
would be rediscovered or better 
said, tried to be modeled, twenty- 
four centuries later. 

In the golden period of the Islamic 
culture, in 957, Al Masudi or Abu 
al-Husayn Ali Ibn Al-Husayn Al 
Masudi, died in exile in Cairo He 
was an indefatigable traveler, “like 
the sun", wrote much more and his 
thirty volume encyclopaedia had 
to be shortened twice, to become 


readable. Such views as these 
in which he maintained that one 
could imagine an evolution from 
minerals to plants, from these to 
animals and then to man, resulted 
in his exile. One of his books has 
this wonderful title “ The Golden 
Meadows and the Jewelry Mines”. 
Bernardino Telesio, to come back 
to Europe, found his work on the 
Index list in 1 596. The decision 
was annulated in 1900. He had 
his own Accademia Cosentina 
at Naples, where he finished his 
major works „De Rerum Natura 
Juxta Propria Principia, About 
Nature According To Its Own Prin- 
ciples" followed by other works. 

He succeeded to live undisturbed 
under the protection of the local 
authorities, till he died at Cosenza, 
1588. Knowledge, he asserted, 
can be based only on experience, 
with the help of senses. Using 
reason continously referring to 
the real phenomena of nature was 
his idea and his contribution to the 
history of human thought. Con- 
sequently he wrote about colors, 
flavors, meteorology, comets, 
respiration, and sleep. Francis 
Bacon who lived in the following 
century, called him the first modern 
philosopher. 

In this succession, based more 
on similitudes as on a chronologic 
and complete history of the crimes 
committed against science and 
scientists, we have come a long 
way to arrive at Girolamo Car- 
dano. He made a living with his 
outstanding medical knowledge 
and practice, refused to be a court 
physician, died by his own will to 
fulfill his own astrological predic- 
tions (1576) and remained in the 
history of science with the Car- 
dan’s formula for cubic equations 
and with the Cardan joint used in 
magnetic compasses and mod- 
ern cars. Nevertheless, Cardano 
realised more than that, including 

| continued on page 7 


Mudslide 


where gaps in the debris sug- 
gest hidden air pockets. Search 
dogs roam the surface, sniffing 
for humans, while aircraft patrol 
from above, watching for any 
sign that the slope above could 
slide again. Teams were also 
pinging down through the earth, 
seeking no human response but 
rather the countering answer of 
a cellphone signal from a phone 
hidden deep in the earth in a 
pocket or purse. 

Questions also began to swirl 
about whether the deadly slide 
should have been foreseen, giv- 
en the area’s history of geologi- 


The concept of freedom has 
several dimensions. Here we 
will note three of them as being 
the most relevant to the ques- 
tion of a Christian’s freedom. 
The first is the metaphysical. 

By freedom in this case is 
understood one of the most 
fundamental qualities of human 
nature — free will, expressed 
first of all by a person’s moral 
self-determination in the face 
of good and evil. Free will is 
such an important quality that, 
when it is lost, the personality 
becomes completely degraded. 
But as long as self-awareness 
is preserved, no one can take 
authority over this freedom — not 
another man, nor society, nor 
laws, nor any regime, nor de- 
mons, nor angels, nor even God 

Himself. Saint Macarius of 
Egypt (fourth century) said: 

You are created in the image 
and likeness of God; therefore 
just as God is free and creates 
what He wants ... so are you 
free.fi] Therefore, our nature is 
well capable of accepting both 
good and evil; both God’s grace, 
and the enemy’s powers. But it 
cannot be forced. [2] 

A classic saying of the Church 
Fathers, ”God cannot save us 
without us,” excellently express- 
es the Christian understanding 
of the sense and meaning of 
this freedom. 

The second dimension of free- 
dom is spiritual freedom. Unlike 
outward freedom, it signifies 
man’s authority over his own 
egoism, his own passions, sinful 
feelings, desires — over his own 


self. This kind of freedom is 
only acquired through a correct 
spiritual life, making the believer 
capable of communion with 
God, Who alone possesses 
absolute spiritual authority. The 
saints attained to great free- 
dom, having purified them- 
selves of the passions.[3] Every 
’’ordinary” person possesses 
relative spiritual freedom (cf. Jn 
8:34). Only those who are hard- 
ened in evil, who blaspheme 
the Holy Spirit (cf. Mt 31-32) 
and have become incapable of 
good, have lost this freedom. 
Christianity sees the ideal of 
spiritual life in God in this way, 
and thereby in principle denies 
the possibility that some sort of 
absolute freedom can exist in 
man (”on this side of good and 
evil”).[4] Archpriest Sergei Bul- 
gakov wrote, ’’[Man’s] freedom 
is relative.... It stands and falls, 
is conquered and surpassed on 
the paths of created life to its 
deification. Freedom is 
not an independent power in 
itself, and in itself is powerless 
when it opposes Divinity.”[5] 
Saint Isaac the Syrian says, 

"For there is no perfect freedom 
in this imperfect age.”[6] 

The Apostle Paul says, Now the 
Lord is that Spirit: and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty (2 Cor 3:17). He calls 
a person who has attained 
spiritual freedom "new” (Eph 
4:24), emphasizing by this the 
renewal of his mind, heart, will 
and body. To the contrary, he 
calls those who live sinfully 
"old" (Eph 4:22), a "slave” (Rom 
6:6, 17), as one who hasn’t the 
strength to follow what faith, 


l from page I 


I from page! 

cal instability and the numerous 
smaller slides over the years that 
residents can count off on their 
fingers, notably a sizable one in 
2006 in exactly the same place. 

A draft report first described by 
“The Seattle Times” and qutoed 
by NYT, written in 1999 by M2 
Environmental Services and 
obtained from the Army Corps of 
Engineers, specifically warned 
of “the potential for a large 
catastrophic failure” in the valley 
because of how erosion at the 
toe of the landslide, caused in 
part by a nearby river, could help 
“reduce stability of the entire 
slide mass.” 


to do more to help Moldova and 
other ex-Soviet republics sell the 

bloc to citizens either weary of the 
wait for closer links or more inclined 
to deepen ties with former Soviet 
master Moscow. 

“I hope no one contests our 
Eunopean-ness,” Leanca said in an 
interview in Chisinau. 

Transniestria has not been rec- 
ognized by any state as indepen- 
dent, but is home to some 2,500 
Russian soldiers and half-a-million 
people - 30 percent of them ethnic 
Russians - who look to Russia as 
their patron, much like the narrow 
ethnic Russian majority in Crimea. 
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Alarm 
bells rang 
last week 
when 
NATO’s 
top soldier, 
U.S.Air 
Force Gen- 
eral Philip 
Breedlove, 
warned of 
a possible 
Russian 
troop dash 
across 
Ukraine 
to seize 
Transd- 
niestria having annexed Crimea 
following the ousting in February 
of Ukrainian president Viktor Yanu- 


reason, and conscience tell him, 
and what he himself well knows 
to be better for him. The apostle 
Paul describes this state of 
spiritual slavery as the antithesis 
to true freedom in the follow- 
ing very expressive words: For 
that which I do I allow not: for 
what I would, that do I not; but 
what I hate, that do I.... For the 
good that I would I do not: but 
the evil which I would not, that 
Ido.... But I see another law in 
my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my members 
(Rom 7:15, 19, 23). 

The difference between spiritual 
freedom and freedom of will 
was expressed well by Kant: 

”By freedom in the cosmological 
(metaphysical — A. O.) sense 
I mean the ability to have an 
ontological state according to 
one’s own will. Freedom in the 
practical (moral, spiritual —A. 

O.) sense is the will’s indepen- 
dence from the force of sensual- 
ity.”^] 

The third aspect is social 
freedom. It indicates the sum 
of specific personal rights in 
a state or society. Most of the 
difficult questions arise in this 
realm, inasmuch as in society 
a multitude of different individu- 
als come into mutual contact, 
all having their own free will. 

As a whole, this is the problem 
of man’s external freedom, or 
the problem of allowable (by 
law, custom, religion, generally 
accepted morals) acts in the 
outside world. 

| to be continued 


Moldova Closer... 


kovich in pro-EU street protests. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
(photo) has said he sees no rea- 
son to undertake any forther action 
beyond Crimea. But he has also 
said he reserves the right to protect 
Russian-speakers and compatriots 
if they are in danger. 



@EuropeanEcho 






j MONEY 


[Looking for a strong 
Fence & Deck for youn 
property? Light conJ 
struction jobs as well. 
Fast and affordable, 
just a call ahead. Free! 
[estimate. Phone: 503- 
913-0883. Portland - 
Vancouver area only. 
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TELEVIZIUNILE DIN JARAACUM LA TINE ACAS, 

INSTALARJ IN WA &. OR STATES 

(CU PROGRAMARE) J 


primesti $10 reducer# la instalare 


i za cuponul act 


Join our team as Adver- 
tising Editor and make 
up to 50% the money 
you bring in. For de- 
tails call (206) 331-8955. 




r CU RECEIVER. ABONAMENT LUNAR §1 

DEPLASARE PENTRU INSTALARE &ACTIVARE 


CAREGIVER cautsalucrez 1-2 
zile/sapt./weekend, zona Port- 
land OR. Am acte, experienta, 
EnglezS. Tel: (503) 935-1122. 


32-36 CANALE rvDETALII GRATUIT LA ( 206 ) 331-8955 

DE SFINTELE PASTI, VEZI ROMAN LA LA TINE ACASA ! REDUCERI PENTRU CEI CARE INCA CITESC. 


I want to work for you while in va- 
cation. Vreau sa dau vacanje/ 
libere la AFCH Tn OR state. 
Experienla, Engleza, acte com- 
plete. Sunaji la (503) 719-1884. 
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Martyrs 


a witty autobiography about a life of seventy-five years, full of 
vicissitudes beginning with his birth, in the time of the Black 
death in Pavia, 1501. 


We are looking for a fam- 
ily to manage AFH in Van- 
couver WA. Children wel- 
come. Possibility to buy 
business in the future. 
Also need day off caregiv- 
er. Call (360) 980-3240. 


Cardano saw his son beheaded for crime, he punished the 
second son by cutting his ear off because of debauchery and 
in his last years he was imprisoned and tortured for heresy, in 
Bologna. After abjuring in private he was freed without the right 
to publish anymore. The main accusation was provoked by 
his attempt to explain the life of Christ through the influence of 
the stars, that means by natural phenomena. His defense was 
brilliant. The will of God is one, for humans as for stars. The 
stars are just reflecting and predicting the will of God, Cardano 
pretended. Amid all this turmoil, he found the time, to write 
philosophy thereby preceding Pascal and Fermat with a century 
in proba- 
bilities, his 
biography, 

„De Propria 
Vita, About 
my own 
Life" and to 
became a 
passionate 

| to be continued 


REAL ESTATE 


HOUSE FOR SALE IN LAKE 
OSWEGO OR by owner. Nice 
property located in the heart of 
Lake Oswego OR is for sale. 
Price: $495,000, plus profitable 
business (seniors care facility). 
For details, call (503) 675-2853. 


Looking to get your used paperback books! | 
I can come over and clean up your garage 
before your garage sale or if you want to make 
some room in your house and get rid of your 
dusty books. Don’t throw away the used 
paper books. 

Call (206)351-3955 (or message) 
FREE PICK UP anywhere in OR or WA state. 
$$$ CASH $$$ 

Achizipionez carpi uzate. 

Nu arunca, suna-ma intdi. 




Societatea Pro America anunta 
persoanele interesate din co- 
munitate disponibilitatea de a 
va consilia/ajuta in probleme di- 
verse din viata de zi cu zi. Pentru 
orice intalnire cu unul din membrii 
echipei Pro America Society, edi- 
torul revistei Echo, va rugam sa 
sunati pentru programare la nu- 
marul 


SERVICES 


different parts of 

Romania as well as Romanian customs and traditions. 
Children are welcome, those interested please contact 
Daniel Craciun at (360) 910-7988. 


TOWING SERVICE In 
Portland - Vancouver 
area. Experienla 8 ani, 
ore de lucru: 8 AM - 6 PM. 
Sunati la (503) 481-2874. 


BARQUL BUCURESTI 


CABINETE ASOCIATE A V OCAT I 


Calea Mo$iior nr. 90 ,ap. 3 ,settor 3 ,c«dO 3 fll 52 


A V O C A T 

Mobil: 0749 245 497 

tel. 021 314 39 77&0314 25 20 83 fax: 021 313 27 48 
email: crangariu20@yahoo.com 
Consultatii: conform programarii telefonice, prealabile 


FRIENDSHIPS 
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DOAMNA LICENTIATA, 47 
DE ANI, FARA OBLIGATII 
CAUT DOMN ASEMENEA 
PENTRU CASATORIE. 
TELEFON IN ROMANIA: 
011-40-762-560-406. 


Reprezentam In Instanpele din Romania pe roma 
nii din afara granipelor parii §i/sau repatriapi in 
cazuri de: recuperari / revendicari bunuri 
private, mo§teniri, proprietapi/case 
nafionalizate etc. Orice caz este binevenit! 


Sunati pe Nisa la 

(503)901-3956 | in Portland OR 

comact@ni 8 acooture.com j www.Nis3C0umre.com 






MX Design and Service 

For your Web & Computer needs. 

Adam Maxon 

Web Developer / Service 


maxonl212@hotmail.com 

AdamMaxon.com 


Call (206} 331-8955 and your business can "hit 
2.7 million readers in 


Washington state. If j 
want to be seen in Oregon state as well, we c< 
do that for you too , just ask. Now , thanks fc< 
W.N.P.A. and its Oregon fraternal association 
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Romanian, Best 
Actress Award at 
L.A. Film Festival 


Romanian actress Maria Dinulescu 
has won the Best Actress Award at 
the LA Indie Film Festival for her 
appearance in the movie ‘Stepping 
Out’, directed by Ukrainian Nataliya 
Padilla, according to Wall-Street 
Romania and romania-insider. 


“California Dreamin’ (endless),” the 
winner of the “Un Certain Regard" 
section. She won other awards for her 
performance in this movie, including 
the Best Actress Prize at BIAF 
Georgia and Arte Mare from France. 

Her newest movie Stepping Out 
shows the journey of a young woman, 
Maya, who was forced to spend the 

day in old 
person’s 
M mp skin to 

W what she 

of her is 
what she 
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interesting country and find out about 
its unique culture for themselves.” 


made the announcement calling 
herself the candidate of Ukrainian 
unity. She represents the Fatherland 
political party, whose other prominent 
members include Ukraine’s acting 
president, Oleksandr Turchynov, 
and acting Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk. 

She lost the 2010 presidential 
election to now-ousted president 
Viktor Yanukovych. She was jailed 
in November 2011 on charges of 
abuse of office -- charges she and 
her supporters say were politically 
motivated. She was released 
last month after the ouster of 
Yanukovych. 


The film won a second award - for best 
director, at the same indie film festival. 
The film producers plan to submit the 
film to the Short Film Corner section 
of the Canes Film Festival. 


A Woman For 
Presidency in 
Ukraine 


“It feels so good to see that all the 
efforts made in the past two years are 
beginning to bear fruit! Now I finished 
filming a new short film and I’m getting 
ready to start another one! Those 
are small steps, but in the direction I 
always wanted! It always feels good 
to be back to Cannes!,” said Maria 
Dinuescu, according to the Romanian 
Cultural Institute in New York. 


Former Ukrainian prime minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko, a long-time 
political figure known for her shrewd 
political maneuvering and a signature 
peasant-style braid, has announced 
she is running in the country’s May 
25 presidential election. Tymoshenko 


Maria Dinulescu, who has played in 12 
feature length movies and was main 
character in seven of them, studied 
acting at the National University of 
Cinema and Drama in Bucharest, 
Romania. She became known 
internationally in 2003, when one of 
the first shorts she played in, “Traffic”, 
won the Palme d’Or in Cannes. She 
was back to Cannes in 2007, as the 
lead actress in the feature length film 
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British tourists 
looking more 
and more at 
Eastern Europe 


Coastal Region Metro Region 

2x2 or 1x4 -$400 
2x4 or 1x8 - $800 

Covers all of Western Washington outside 
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Holidaymakers seeking 
adventure, exploration and 
culture are looking at Eastern 
European countries like 
Romania, according to travel 
planning website HomeAway. 
co.uk. 


In January this year, HomeAway. 
co.uk saw a staggering four 
- fold increase in searches 
for Romania, with no other 
destination witnessing such a 
growth from travelers exploring 
their options for a new holiday 
destination. 


Healing Arts Center 


ya^ley Alyst^ow 

Licensed Message T kempisf 


In a press release, Marketing 
Director for HomeAway. 
co.uk Karen Mullins said the 
intense coverage around the 
labor restriction’s being lifted 
on Romanians last year had 
increased tourism. 


7303 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy 
Suite 106 | Portland, Oregon 97225 
appts: 503-297-3325 
cell: 503-756-9076 
fax: 503-297-3327 
nystrom@JadeRiverPdx.com 
JadeRiverPdx.com 


“It’s interesting to see that lifting 
the UK border restrictions earlier 
in the year has already had a 
positive effect on the Romanian 
tourism industry - people are 
curious to discover a new and 
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